RESOLUTION 24-139

A RESOLUTION TO HONORARILY NAME RESERVE BOULEVARD FOR THE LATE
COMMAND SERGEANT MAJOR CRISTOBAL MELENDEZ

WHEREAS, the Spring Hill Planning Commission wishes honor the late CSM Cristobal Melendez for his
service to the United States of America and the City of Spring Iill, TN;

WHEREAS, CSM Melendez was a long-time resident of Spring Hill and a recipient of the Key to the City
of Spring Hill from Mayor Rick Graham in 2016, and,

WHEREAS, CSM Melendez was a decorated Korean War veteran who served in the 65" Infantry Battalion
known as the “Borigueneers” who were honored by President Obama and the US Congress in 2016:

WHEREAS, CSM Melendez passed away in January of 2021, and,;

WHEREAS, the family of CSM Melendez submitted a honorary street naming request to the city in
February of 2024, and

WHEREAS, the Parks and Recreation Commission favorably recommends approval of this resolution with
the full support of the Melendez family,

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission favorably recommended approval of this resolution.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVLED, that the City of Spring Hill Board of Mayor and Aldermen
hereby honors, recognizes, and celebrates the life and service of Command Sergeant Major Cristobal Melendez to
- the United States of America and to the City of Spring Hill by honorarily naming Reserve Boulevard the “CSM
Cristobal Melendez Parkway”.

Passed and adopted by the Board of Mayor and Aldermen of the City of Spring Hill, Tennessee on the 17%

day of June, 2024.
Vo
Jim Hagaman, Mayor
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City of

SPRING HILL
TENNTESSEETE
wsl. 1807

REQUEST: Approval of Resolution 24-139
SUBMITTED BY: Parks and Recreation Commission

Kayce Willlams, Director of Parks & Recreatioh
DATE: June 11, 2024
RE: Honorary Naming of Reserve Blvd for CSM Cristébal Mé[endez
ATTACHMENTS: Resolution, Application, Approved Policy, Policy Criteria with markup
PURPOSE:

To honorarily name Reserve Blvd for the late Command Sergeant Major Cristdbal Metendez.
BACKGROUND:

CSM Melendez was a long-time resident of Spring Hill. He was a decorated Korean War veteran serving in the
65! Infantry Battalion known as the “Borinqueneers” which was a segregated combat infantry primarily composed of
Puerto Rican volunteers. This balttalion of brave soldiers fought and died for our country even though many of them did
not live in the US nor speak English. The Borinqueneers were honored by President Obama and US Congress in April of
20186 with the full support of our own Senator Marsha Blackburn who attended the ceremonies in Washington B.C.,
Subsequently, our city honored CSM Melendez the following month when Mayor Rick Graham and BOMA presented him
with a key to the city. CSM Melendez passed away in 2021 and the family has requested an honorary street naming for
their father. The family would like {o unveil the sign on June 28.

An honorary street naming does not change the name of the roadway and it Is not a street sign. It is a separate
free-standing sign made by our sign department that would display the honorary naming. According to the palicy, the
honorary name cannot include any part of the original name, so the recommendation is "CSM Cristobal Melendez
Parkway.”

The Parks and Recreation Commission favorably recommends approval of this resolution and will be using their
funds to offset the cost of the signage. Parks and Recreation Department will also handle all of the detalls for the unveiling
ceremony. In the packet, you will find a copy of the honorary naming policy. {Resolution 22-149 adopted by BOMA
September 6, 2022) that has been marked-up so you can easlly see the sections relevant to this application.

The Planning Commission unanimously voted on June 10% to favorably recommend approval of this resolution,

FINANCIAL IMPACT:
Slgnage will be pald for by the Parks and Recreation Commission.

ACTION REQUIRED (INCLUDE DEADLINE /PRIORITY):
Planning Commission recommendation fo the BOMA at their June 17 meeting.




RESOLUTION 22-149

A RESOLUTION TO ADOPT A NAMING AND PUBLIC RECOGNITION POLICY FOR THE
CITY OF SPRING HILL

WHIERIAS, the City wishes to formally establish a naming and public recognition policy; and

WHEREAS, this Naming and Public Recognition Policy establishes guidelines and procedurces
for the naming of new public facilities or property, recreation facilities or amenities; to adopt honorary
names for the aforementioned as well as cxisting public facililies, and streets; and

WHEREAS, this Naming and Public Recognition Policy also establishes puidelines and
procedures for the approval to place dedications, commemorative objects, plaques or markers in City
parks, open spaces, or sticets to honor notable Spring Hill citizens who have contributed to our .
community's history and success in a significant way; and

WIHEREAS, the Cily of Spring Hill Parks and Recreation Comumission favorably recommends
the adoption of Resolutlion 22-149.
NOW, THEREFORE BE I'T' RESOLVED, that the City of Spring Hill Board of Mayor and

Aldermen adopts the aliached Naming and Public Recognition Policy becoming effective immediately.

Passed and adopied by the Board of Mayor and Alderman of the City of Spring Hill, Tennessee,
on this 6™ day of September, 2022,
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REQUEST: Approval of Resolution 22-149

SUBMITTED BY: Kayce Willlams, Diractor of Parks & Recreation
DATE: August 106, 2022

RE: Naming and Public Recognition Palicy
ATTACHMENTS: Resolutlon 22149, Policy V4

PURPOSE:

To adopl a naming policy for the Cily of Spring Hill

BACKGROUND:

The City Adminlstrator asked for a naming pollcy to be established for the City. This is the 4th draft of the policy after
input was received from BOMA and the respective commisslons. The Parks and Recreation Commisslon reviewed all of the
comments and have favorably recommended the revislons shown In the attached “Naming Policy Content DRAFT V4.docx”
which are highlighted in yeliow. Some recent revistons are: )

1) “Naming and Public Recognition Policy”

2) Add language to refer to ordinance 07-01 for historlcal & cultural context
3) Remove “rights of way” from policy - not allowed in public ROW

4) Remove section 2 {c} entirely

5} Change to 90 days for temporary memorial

6) Add honorary street name in sample application

7} Reflne language In Process

8) Reflne formatting

9) Add resubmittal process if denied

FINANCIAL IMPACT:
None

ACTION REQUIRED (INCLUDE DEADLINE /PRIORITY]:
BOMA approval,




Naming and Public Recognition Policy

* Process

* Purpose

* Authority

* Definitions

* Policy (Including Application and Lvaluation Process)
* Applications

Process:

+ Cily Administrator (or their designee) reviews the application and determines if the application is complete.
* The acceptable application is forwarded to the relevant City commission, commillee, board, task force, or
other entity based on the evaluation process outlined in the policy,

* The relevant City Commission will evaluate the request and submit a favorable or unfavorable
recommendation to the Board of Mayor and Aldermen for their review and official vote by resolution,

Section 1, Purpose

A,

The purpose of this policy is to provide guidelines and procedures for the naming of new public
facilitics or property, recreation facilities or amenities; to adopt honorary names for the aforementioned
as well as existing public facilities and streets; and for the approval to place dedications,
commemorsative objects, plaques or markers in City parks, open spaces, and parkways to honor notable
Spring Hill citizens who have contributed 1o our community's history and success in a significant way.

. This policy has been created to guide the Board of Mayor and Aldermen and the relevant City

Commissions in taking action concerning requests to name, rename, or honorarily name public
buildings or property, recreation facilities or amenities, and streets, as well as requests for the

" placement of plagques, markers, dedications and commemorative objects in parks, or open spaces,

Consideration should be given to the historical, geographical and social/cultural context of the
nomination. Public property should be named after its principal function, location, or historical
reference; however, significant community events, organizations, or well-known persons wilh important
contributions to the community, state or nation may deserve public recognition, which may occur by
way of naming or honorary naming of public propestics. Please refer to Ordinance 07-01 of the Spring
Hill Municipal Code for additional clarification on historical and cultural content.

. Nothing in this policy is intended to create, foster or allow public buildings or property, recreation

facilities or amenities, or sireets to become a forum for private content speech. By requiring all
naming actions and placement of plaques, mavkers, dedications and commemorative objects Lo
conform to this policy, it is the intent of the City of Spring Hill to exetcise full jurisdiction over
speech in such forums and to determine that it is consistent with and meots the needs of the
community and services a public purpose.

This process does not apply to the naming of new streets which will continue to be processed
through the Planning Departiment and Planning Commission in coordination with the E911
Addressing. Furtherimore, this policy does not apply to development projects on private property
which are named by the project applicant,




Section 2: Authority

A. The policies contained herein are adopted by resolution of the City of Spring Hill Board of Mayor
and Aldermen and as such may be changed or amended only by formal action.

B. The Board of Mayor and Aldermen shail have the final authority (o approve naming, renaming, or
honorary naming of public buildings or property, recreation facilities or amenities, and streets.

C. The Board of Mayor and Aldermen may task the City Commissions mentioned above with
reviewing requests for the naming or renaming of public buildings or property, tecrcation facilities or
amenities, or streets to ensure compliance with the terims of this policy, and to make
recommendations to the Board of Mayor and Aldermen for approval,

D, If an application is denied by the Board of Mayor and Aldermen, a new application may be
resubmitied after a period of six (6) months.

Seetion 3! Definitions

A. Public Buildings: Buildings under the control of {he City used to conduct City business. Buildings may
include, but are not limited to, City Hall, the Spring Hill Public Library, the concessions building at
Fischer Park,

B. Public Property: Tangible propetty owned or under the control of the Cily, improved or unimproved,
contained within or outside of a public building. Examples may include but are not limited to, tracts of
land, exterior fixiures such as flagpoles or benches, inlerior furniture or fixtures such as chairs or
decoralive installations, '

C. Recreation Facilities and Amenities: City Owned facilities/amenitics that may be located within a
park or part of a facility. These include, but are not limited to, athletic fields, meeling rooms, picnic
shelters, ball diamonds, tennis and basketball courts and playground equipment,

D, Streets: Streets, highways, avenues, boulevards, publicly owned roads, bridges, tunnels, public parking
areas or other public ways dedicated to public use and maintained for gencral public travel lying within
a municipality’s corporate boundaries.

i, Honorary Name: An additional name assigned (o public buildings or property, recrealion facilities or
amenities, streets ot public rights-ofsway whicli supplements but does not replace the official name, The
honorary street name is displayed on a different color sign mounted directly below the official street
sign.

Seciion 4. Policy.

A. Applications requite:
1. The precise location and description of the subject property;




2. The name, address and contact information of the requestor; and

3. Thorough discussion regarding the history of the property or surrounding area, as may be
applicable; and

4. An endorsement by the current mayor or a currenl council member in which the propetty is
located.

5. Exceplion—Naming and renaming of sireets,

a) 'The City Commissions and/or Board of Mayor and Aldermen shall not be involved
with the naming of newly created streels or re-naming of existing sireets which are
named in accordance with the Cily of Spring Hill Unified Development Code and
911, :

b) Honcrary Naming shall be evaluated by the Planning Commission for uniqueness and
appropriate naming convestion; and

1) Shall not contain current road type nomenclature (i.e. boulevard, street, way, elc.),
2) Shall not be an exact or phonetic duplication of an existing street or facility within
the city or the county,

B. Criteria for consideration of naming requests.
1. Thorough discussion regarding (he history of the properly or surrounding acvea, as may be
applicable;

2. Naming shall satisfy at least one of the following criteria:
a) Honors and commemorates a noteworthy person associated with the city, the county,
the state or the Uniled States of America;
b) Commemorates local history, places, events or culture;
¢) Will strengthen neighborhood identity; or
d) Recognizes native wildlife or natural geographical features.

3. The following shall not be considered for purposes of naming:
a) Persons that resided in the city for less than five years, other than prominent national
figures,
b) Individual family tributes, commercially concerned and corporate-related recognitions;
¢) Designations thal cause discord within the community;
d) Names assigned (o existing public property within the city or the county where
duplication of the name is likely to lead to confusion.

4, The committee shall consider;
a) The number of vesidenis and businesses divectly affected;
b) Community diversity;
¢) The historical significance of preexisting name or location;
d) The approprialeness and compatibility of the request in relation to the existing area.
e) Naming shall reflect the values and character of the community served by the facility;
f) The impact on emergency service delivery,

5. Abscnt extraordinary or extenuating circumstances, the proposed honoree shall be deceased for a
minimum of 1 year. Approvals for naming a city facility in honor of a living individual requirc
unanimous support from the respective City Commission and the Board of Mayor and Aldermen,

6. Requests for naming in honor of a living person should also consider the following;




a) Whether the proposed namesake made a demonstrable and significant positive impact to

local, state, or national affairs. Contributions will have been sustained over an

appreciable time period and/or demonstrated leadership in governmental, cultural or

historical affairs, humanitarian efforts, or community development;

b) Contributions that beneficially changed the nature and characleristics of the comniunity;

and

¢) Achievement by a native Spring I1ill citizen of national or international acclaim in a

specific field of endeavor that has reflected positively on Spring Hill.

C. Request Process for Placement of Dedications, Commemorative Objects, Plaques or Markers

In addition to the naming opportunitics described above, the City may recognize
individuals, either deceased or living, or organizations, active or non-active, by the
placement of objects (such as public benches, rocks, flagpoles, sculptures, trees ete,),
plaques or markers in public buildings or property, recreation facililies or amenities, or
streets, provided such recognition is appropriate, consistent with and meets the needs of
the community and serves a public purpose. The placement, identification, and proper
installation method of these dedications will be at the discretion of city staff unless
otherwise directed by the Board of Mayor and Aldetmen in a special circumstance,
Approval is subject to the following puidelines and conditions: :

1.

3.

Dedications, commemorative objects, plaques or markers may not be placed in or on
the public right-of-way, Dedications, commemorative objects, plaques or markers
may ot be placed in or on City fTacilities without City approval. The location, size
and type of these items require approval by the designated City Commission, Upon
the receipt of a request for the placemoent of an object, plagque or marker in a public
buildings or properly, recreation facilities or amenities, or streets, the relative City
Commission will review ihe request to ensure that it can be accommodated in a way
that provides some public purpose, meels the intended use of the proposed location in
a manner that does not mar the appearance or function of the requested location or
cause orcontribute to an overabundance of items in the immediate area,

Responsibility for the purchase, installation and maintenance of any recognition
object and/or associated plaque or other form of label associated with the object must
be borne by the requesting parly. Such objects and plaques must not pose a burden on
City resources for their maintenance, upkeep, repair or replacement. T'he Board of
Mayor and Aldermen may accept the transfer of responsibility for the purchase,
instatlation and maintenance of recognition items and plaques, provided that
sufficient funds for these activitics are available. In either case, applicants must enter
into a service agreement with the City which specifies:
a) The cost of the recognition object and/or plaque, and whether the applicant
or the Cily will purchase the object and/or plaque;
b) The costs associated with the installation of the object and/or plaque, and
whether the applicant or the Citly will conduct the installation;
c) The costs associated with the ongoing maintenance of the object and/or
plaque, and whether the City or the applicant will perform maintenance of
the object and plaque;

The City will not be responsible for maintenance, upkeep, repair or replacement of
any dedication or commemorative object if the placementof the ilen(s) was not
approved by the City. The City may immediately remove any dedication or
commeimorative object placed without approval by the City.




4, Organizations interested in proposing to place a commemoralive plaque, marker or
object in any public building or property, recreation facilily or ainenily, or street must do
so in writing, Requests shall be presented to the City Administrator for consideration
by the relevant City Commission.

5. Ataminimum, the attached form nst be completed. The inclusion of additional
supporting information (photos, brochures, arca map, drawings,ele.) is recommended

6. The relevant City Commission will act on cach request made. Upon approval, City staff
will coordinate with applicant on the proper installation of the plaque, marker or other
object.

7. 'T'he City reserves the right 1o reject any request for a dedication or recognition object
placement upon determination that it is part of an organized fund raising effort or
commercial venture.

8. The City will make cvery eflor! to preserve any dedication plaque or other object
placed with the approval of the City. If necessary, due to repair of surcounding areas,
construction or redesign of a facility, the plaque or dedication object may be relocated,
If the plaque or other recognition object cannot continue to be reasonably maintained
or poses a public nuisance or hazard, it may be removed by the City.

9. Ifthe dedication includes the gift of an object (c.g, bench, picnic table, play
equipment), the City will provide its regular standard of care and maintcnance for the
object. If the object is damaged due to vandalism, becomes unusable due to age, wear.
and tear or is slolen, the City is not obligated to. replace ot repair the object. Any
object that poses a public nuisance or hazard may instead be immediately removed by
the City.

10. Plaques and markers must be designed to blend with or complement the existing City
patk or facility. The wording on plaques or markers must be approved by the City,

D. Temporary Memorials and Shrines

In some instances, residents have taken it upon themselves to construct temporary memorials
within the public right-of-way to honor deceased family members or friends, These types of
installations are subject to different considerations fhan the Cily sponsored naming or
dedication inifiatives previously outlined in this policy. Thesc memorials are nof formally
recognized by {he City, the Board of Mayor and Alderinen, or City staff. Since commnemorating
a loved one is a deeply personal thing, the City desires to accommodate the City's residents,
and allow creativity with sensitivily and tact, while maintaining the safety of all residents and
ihe aesthetic integrity of ncighborhoods and public spaces. This seciion pertains only to City
maintained medians, parks, and right- of-ways, and not to the use of private property. Under
no circumstances may anything be constructed within 100 feet of a blind corner.

[. Safety and Aesihetic Concerns:

a) Since crealion of a shrine is generally done following a loss, the Cily recognizes the social and
community value of such a construction; under all ofher circumstances, personal or



b)

commercial items, signs, or personal effec(s are not appropriale and are prohibited within City
medians, parks, or rights-of-way.

Accumulation of personal Htems (for memorials) within public spaces can cause

safety and access issues; it can also create debris and litler within the public right-

of~way. Withoul these guidelines and on-going maintenance, these shrines may

become visual distractions to molorists, potential visual blight to the immediate
neighborhood, and can become a public nuisance.

2. Thirty-Day Courtesy:

The City will permil memorials and shrines to exisl in or adjacent to the public right-of-
way for a period of ninety (90) days from the date of a signiflicant accident or loss, provided
they do not create a safety hazard which will be at the discretion of City Staff. City Staff
will not remove personal items [rom the tocation for ninely (90) days with the exception

of

a) Safety hazards

b)Y Dead or dying flowers

¢) Dead or dying planis (with or without vases)
d) Debris and trash

¢) Deflated balloons

3. The costs associated with the installation of the object and/or plague, and whether the applicant or
the City will conduct the

4. These items may be removed at the discretion of the City al any time. The City is not
responsible for maintaining items in the right-of-way. Furthermore, memorials or shrines
dedicated to animals will not be permitted.




Sample Applicalion:

REQUEST FOR AN HONORARY STREET NAME OR PLACEMENT OF DEDICATION OR
COMMEMORATIVE OBJECT, PLAQUE OR MARKER

Please lype or print elearly in ink and return to:
CITY OF SPRING HILL CI'TY ADMINISTRATOR
PO BOX 789
199 TOWN CENTER PARKWAY
SPRING HILL, TN 37174

Date of Submittal:
Request Type (Check One):
___ Honorary Street Name

Placement of a Dedication or Commemorative Object, Plague or Marker

Nominated Name or Organization:

Location of proposed honorary streel name, dedication, memorial, plagque or marker:

Explanation of how the individual or organization is to be honored/commemorated. Please include any
photos, drawings, historical significance, or specifications of the desired item.

Individual or Organization submitting this request:
Name

Address

Phone

Lmail




*Criteria evaluations are in each pertinent section in BLUE. Updates are in RED. -KW

Naming and Public Recognition Policy
Resclution 22-149 adopted by BOMA September 6, 2022,

* Process

* Putpose

* Authority

* Definitions

* Policy (Including Application and Evaluation Process)
* Applications

Process

. Clty Administrator (or their demgnee) reviews the application and determines if the application is
complete. S e

* The acceptable application is forwarded to the relevant City commission, committee, board, task force,
or other entity based on the evaluation process outlined in the pohcy

« The relevant City Commission will evaluate the request and submit a favorable or unfavorable
recommendation to the Board of Mayor and Aldermen for their review and official vote by resolution,

e The City Administrator has sent other neming requests to me, so | am assuming that Is why the Mayor sent
me this one as well.

+ |t went to Parks and Rec for a recommendation as the request came to my department. [t was on the
Planning Commission’s agenda for May 28 1o get thelr recommendation before going to BOMA but was
pulied prior to the meeting’s start. June 11 update: It went forward to the Planning Commission’s June 10%
voting meeting and recelved o unanimous favorable recommenduation,

e Thisitemis scheduled tc be on the June 17 BOMA meeting

e The process has been followed,

Section 1. Purpose

A. The purpose of this policy is to provide guidelines and procedures for the naming of new public
facilities or propetty, recreation facilities or amenities; to adopt honorary names for the
aforementioned as well as existing ‘public facilities and streets; to honor notable Spring Hill
citizens who have contributed to our comnunity's history and success in a significant way.,

B. This policy has been created to guide the Board of Mayor and Aldermen and the relevant
City Commissions in taking action concerning requests to name, rename, or honorarily
name public buildings or property, recreation facilities or amenities, and streets, as well as
requests for the placement of plaques, markers, dedications and commemorative objects in
parks, or open spaces.

C. Consideration should be given to the historical, geographical and social/cultural context of the
nomination. Public property should be named after its principal function, location, or historical




reference; however, significant community events, organizations, or well-known persons with
important contributions o the community, state or nation may deserve public recognition, which
may occur by way of haming or honorary naming of public properties. Please refer to Ordinance
07-01 of the Spring Hill Municipal Code for additional clarification on historical and cultural
content,

e CSM Melender was a long-time resident of Spring Hill. He was a decorated Korean War veteran serving in
the 65 infantry Battalion known as the “Boringueneers” which was a segregated combat infantry
primarity composed of Puerto Rican volunteers. This battalion of brave soldiers fought and died for our
country even though many of them did not live in the US nor speak English. The Boringueneers were
henored by President Chama and US Congress In Aprll of 2016 with the full support of our own Senator
Marsha Blackburn who attended the ceremonies in Washington D.C. Subseguently, our ¢ty honored CSM
Melendez the following month when Mayor Rick Graham and BOMA presented him with a key to the city,
CSM Melendez passed away in 2021 and the family has requested an honorary street naming for thelr
father. Mayor Jirn Hagaman has sponscred this application.

e On May 16, 2016, the City of Spring Hill BOMA presented the Key to the City of Spring Hill to CSM
WMelendez for his service.

& The criteria in this section are met.

D. Nothing in this policy is intended to create, foster or allow public buildings or property,

recreation facilities or amenities, or streets to become a forum for private content speech. By
requiring all naming actions and placement of plaques, markers, dedications and
commemorative objects to conform to this policy, it is the intent of the City of Spring Hill to
exercise full jurisdiction over speech in such forums and to determine that it is consistent
with and meets the needs of the community and services a public purpose.

This process does not apply to the naming of new streets which will continue to be
processed through the Planning Department and Planning Commission in coordination with
the E911 Addressing. Furthermore, this policy does not apply to development projects on
private property which are named by the project applicant.

Section 2: Authority

A. The policies contained herein are adopted by resolution of the City of Spring Hill Board of

B.

Mayor and Aldermen and as such may be changed or amended only by formal action.

‘The Board of Mayor and Aldermen shall have the final authority. to approve nammg,

renaming, or honorary nammg of public buildings or property, recreation facilities or amenities,
and streets.

o  This item is scheduled to be an the June 17 BOMA meeting

The Board of Mayor and Aldermen may task the City Comumissions mentioned above with
reviewing requests for the naming or renaming of public buildings or property, recreation




facilities or amenities, or streets to ensure compliance with the terms of this policy, and to
make recommendations to the Board of Mayor and Aldermen for approval.

D. If an application is denied by the Board of Mayor and Aldermen, a new application may be
resubmitted after a period of six (6) months,

Section 3: Definitions

A. Public Buildings: Buildings under the control of the City used to conduct City business.
Buildings may include, but are not limited to, City Hall, the Spring Hill Public Library, the
concessions building at Fischer Park,

B. Public Property: Tangible property owned or under the control of the City, improved or
unimproved, contained within or outside of a public building. Examples may include but are not
limited to, tracts of land, exterior fixtures such as flagpoles or benches, interior furniture or
fixtures such as chairs or decorative installations.

C. Recreation Facilities and Amenities: City Owned facilities/amenities that may be located
within a park or part of a facility. These include, but are not limited to, athletic fields,
meeting rooms, picnic shelters, ball diamonds, tennis and basketball courts and playground
equipment.

D. ‘Streets: Streets, highways, avenues, boulevards, pubhcly owned roads, bridges, tunnels, public
parking areas or other public ways dedicatcd to public use and maintained for general public
travel lying within a municipality’s corporate boundaries.

E. Honormy Name: An additional name asmgned to public bulldmgs or pr opercy, recreation
facilities or amenities, sireets or public rlghts of-way which supplements but does not replace the
official name, The honorary street name is displayed on a different color sign mounted directly
below the official street sign.

Section 4. Policy.

A. Applications 1equne
1. The precise location and description of the subject property;

2. The name, address and contact mformat;on of the requestor; and

3, Thorough discussion regarding the history of the property or surrounding area, as may be
applicable; and

4, An endorsement by the current mayor or a current council member in which the property
is located.

5. Exception—Naming and renaming of streets.




a) The City Commissions and/or Board of Mayor and Aldermen shall not be
involved with the naming of newly created streets or re-naming of existing
streets which are named in accordance with the City of Spring Hill Unified
Development Code and E911.

b) Honmary Nammg shall be evaluated by, the Planning Commission for
uniqueness and appropnate naming convention; and

1) Shalf not contain current road type nomenclature (i.e. boulevard, street,
way, etc,),

2) Shall not be an exact or phonetic duphcatmn of an existing street or
facility’ within the city or the county.

» The applicant did not have a preference on a particular road so the Parks and Rec Commission suggested
Reserve Boulevard due to the roadway being a local road with good visibility that still has a serene and
natural landscape of farmland, large trees, and green space, 1t also speaks to the Melendez story by
blending history with the present with the old silo, family farms, stacked stone entrances, and new
development.

e Mavyor Jim Hagaman Is sponsaring this application

s |t was on the Planning Commission’s agenda for May 28 to get their recommendation before going to
BOMA but was pulled prior to the meeting’s start. June 11 update: It went forward to the Planning
Commission’s June 10 voting meeting and received o unanimous favorable recommendation.

e The suggestion was made to honorarily name Reserve Blvd as “CSM Cristdbal Melendez Pariway”

& The criteria in this section are met {outside of the applicant not having listed & specific street.}

. Criteria for consideration of naming requests.
1. Thorough discussion regarding the history of the property or surrounding area, as may be
applicable;

2. Naming shall satisfy at least one of the following criteria:
a) Honors and commemorates a noteworthy person associated with the city, the
county, the state or the United States of America;
b) ‘Commemorates local history, places, events or culture;
¢) Will strengthen neighborhood identity; or
d)} Recognizes native wildlife or natural geographical features.

3. The following shall not be considered for purposes of naming:

a) Persons that resided in the city for less than five years, other than prominent
national figures;

b) Individual family tributes, commercially concerned and corporate-related
recognitions;

¢) Designations that cause discord within the community;

d) Names assigned to existing public property within the city or the county where
duplication of the name is likely to lead to confusion.

4. The committee shall consider:
a) The number of residents and businesses directly affected;




b) Community diversity,

¢} The historical significance of preexisting name or location;

d) The appropriatencss and compatibility of the request in refation to the existing
area.

e) Naming shall reflect the values and character of the community served by the
facility;

f) The impact on emergency service delivery.

5. Absent extraordinary or extenuating circumstances, the proposed honoree shall be
deceased for a minimum of 1 year. Approvals for naming a city facility in honor of a
living individual require unanimous support from the respective City Commission and
the Board of Mayor and Aldermen,

6. Requests for naming in honor of a living person should also consider the following:

a) Whether the proposed namesake made a demonstrable and significant positive
impact to local, state, or national aftairs, Contributions will have been sustained
over an appreciable time period and/or demonstrated leadership in governmental,
cultural or historical affairs, humanitarian efforts, or community development;

b) Contributions that beneficially changed the nature and characteristics of the
community; and

¢) Achievement by a native Spring Hil} citizen of national or international acclaim in
a specific field of endeavor that has reflected positively on Spring Hill.

e CSM Melendez was a long-time resident of Spring Hill, He was a decorated Korean War veteran serving in
the 65" Infantry Battalion known as the "Borinqueneers” which was a segregated combat infantry
primarily composed of Puerto Rican volunteers, This battalion of brave soldiers fought and died for our
country even though many of them did not live in the US nor speak English, The Boringueneers were
honored by President Obama and US Congress in April of 2016 with the full support of our own Senator
Marsha Blackburn who attended the ceremonies in Washington D.C. Subsequently, our city honored C3M
Melendez tha followlng month when Mayor Rick Graham and BOMA presented him with a key to the city.
CSM Melendez passed away In 2021 and the family has requested an honorary street naming for thelr
father. Mayor Jim Hagaman has sponsored this application.

s On May 15, 2006, the City of Spring Hitl BOMA presented the Key to the City of Spring Hill to C5M
Melendez for his service.

e CSM Cristéhal Melendez was a Spring Hill resident for 11years. He lived at 3021 Auld Tatty Drive which is
off Camphbell’s Station Drive near Station 3.

e  CS5M Cristébal Melendez died on January 15, 2021,

e  The criteria in this section are met.

C. Request Process for Placement of Dedications, Commemorative Objects, Plaques or
Markers



In addition to the naming opportunities described above, the City may recognize
individuals, either deceased or living, or organizations, active or non-active, by
the placement of objects (such as public benches, rocks, flagpoles, sculptures, trees
ete.), plaques or markers in public buildings or property, recreation facilities ot
amenities, or streets, provided such recognition is appropriate, consistent with and
meets the needs of the community and serves a public purpose. The placement,
identification, and proper installation method of these dedications will be at the
discretion of city staff unless otherwise directed by the Board of Mayor and
Aldermen in a special circumstance. Approval is subject to the following
guidelines and conditions:

1.

2]

3.

Dedications, commemorative objects, plaques or markers may not be placed in
or on the public right-of-way. Dedications, commermorative objects, plaques or
matrkers may not be placed in or on City facilities without City approval. The
location, size and type of these items require approval by the designated City
Commission. Upon the receipt of a request for the placement of an object,
plaque or marker in a public buildings or property, recreation facilities or
amenities, or streets, the relative City Commission will review the request to
ensure that it can be accommodated in a way that provides some public
purpose, meets the intended use of the proposed location in a manner that does
not mar the appearance or function of the requested location or cause or
contribute to an overabundance of items in the immediate area.

Respons1b111ty for the purchase, installation and maintenance of any
recognition object and/or associated plaque or other form of label associated
with the object must be borne by the requesting party. Such objects and
plaques must not pose a burden on City resources for their maintenance,
upkeep, repair or replacement. The Board of Mayor and Aldermen may accept
the transfer of responsibility for the purchase, installation and maintenance of
recognition items and plaques, provided that sufficient funds for these
activities are available. In either case, applicants must enter into a service
agreement with the City which specifies:

2) The cost of the recognition object and/or plaque, and whether the
applicant or the City will purchase the object and/or plaque;

b) The costs associated with the installation of the object and/or
plaque, and whether the applicant or the City will conduct the
installation;

¢) The costs associated with the ongoing maintenance of the object
and/or plaque, and whether the City or the applicant will perform
maintenance of the object and plaque;

The Parks and Recreation Commission voted to allot $300 for the honorary sign supplies that wil be used
by the city sign department to make the sign. Confirmed price and capability with Public Works Director,

The City will not be responsible for maintenance, upkeep, repair or




replacement of any dedication or commemorative object if the placementof
the item(s) was not approved by the City. The City may immediately remove
any dedication or commemorative object placed without approval by the City.

4, Organizations interested in proposing to place a commemorative plague,
marker or object in any public building or property, recreation facility or amenity,
or street must do so in writing. Requests shall be presented to the City
Administrator for consideration by the relevant City Commission,

5. At aminimum, the attached form must be completed. The inclusion of
additional supporting information (photos, brochures, area map, drawings,etc.)
is recommended

6. The relevant City Commission will act on each request made. Upon approval,
City staff will coordinate with applicant on the proper installation of the
plaque, marker or other object,

7. The City reserves the right to reject any request for a dedication or recognition
object placement upon determination that it is part of an organized fund raising
effort or commercial venture.

8. The City will make every effort to preserve any dedication plaque or other
object placed with the approval of the City. If necessary, due to repair of
surrounding areas, construction or redesign of a facility, the plaque or
dedication object may be relocated. If the plagque or other recognition object
cannot continue to be reasonably maintained or poses a public nuisance or
hazard, it may be removed by the City.

9, If the dedication includes the gift of an object (e.g. bench, picnic table, play
equipment), the City will provide its regular standard of care and maintenance
for the object, If the object is damaged due to vandalism, becomes unusable
due to age, wear and tear or is stolen, the City is not obligated to replace or
repair the object. Any object that poses a public nuisance or hazard may instead
be immediately removed by the City,

10. Plaques and markers must be designed to blend with or complement the
existing City park or facility. The wording on plaques or markers must be
approved by the City.

D. Temporary Memorials and Shrines

In some instances, residents have taken it upon themselves to construct temporary
memotials within the public right-of-way to honor deceased family members or

. friends. These types of installations are subject to different considerations than the
City sponsored naming or dedication initiatives previously outlined in this policy.



These memorials are not formally recognized by the City, the Board of Mayor and

Aldermen,

or City staff, Since commemorating a loved one is a deeply personal thing,

the City desires to accommodate the City's residents, and allow creativity with
sensitivity and tact, while maintaining the safety of all residents and the aesthetic
integrity of neighborhoods and public spaces. This section pertains only to City
maintained medians, parks, and right- of-ways, and not to the use of private property.
Under no circumstances may anything be constructed within 100 feet of a blind

corner.

1. Safety and Aesthetic Concerns:

a)

Since creation of a shrine is generally done following a loss, the City recognizes the
social and community value of such a construction; under all other circumstances,
personal or commercial items, signs, or personal effects are not appropriate and are

prohibited within City medians, parks, or rights-of-way.

b) Accumulation of personal items (for memorials) within public spaces can
cause safely and access issues; it can also create debris and litter within the
public right-of-way, Without these guidelines and on-going maintenance,
these shrines may become visual distractions to motorists, potential visual
blight to the immediate neighborhood, and can become a public nuisance.

2. Thirty-Day Courtesy: -

The City will permit memorials and shrines to exist in or adjacent to the public
right-of-way for a period of ninety (90) days from the date of a significant
accident or foss, provided they do not create a safety hazard which will be at the
discretion of City Staff, City Staff will nof remove personal items from the
location for ninety (90) days with the exception of:

a} Safety hazards

b) Dead or dying flowers

¢} Dead or dying plants (with or without vases)

d} Debris and trash

¢) Deflated balloons

3. The costs associated with the installation of the object and/or plaque, and whether the
applicant or the City will conduct the
4, These items may be removed at the discretion of the City at any time. The City is not

responsible for maintaining items in the right-of-way. Furthermore, memorials or
shrines dedicated to animals will not be permitted.

Kayce Williams

Director

Parks and Recreation Departmant
City of Spring Hill, TN

Q: 931-487-0027, x 268
M:615-489-6108
kwitliams@springhillin.org




REQUEST FOR AN HONORARY STREET NAME OR PLACEMENT OF
DEDICATION OR COMMEMORATIVE OBJECT, PLAQUE OR MARKER

Please type or print clearly in ink and return to:

CITY OF SPRING HILL
CITY ADMINISTRATOR
PO BOX 789
199 TOWN CENTER PARKWAY
SPRING HILL, TN 37174
Date of Submittal: 11/17/2023

Request Type (Check One):
X, Honorary Street Name

___ Placement of a Dedication or Commemorative Object, Plaque, or Marker
Nominated Name or Organization:
Cristobal Melendez, Command Sergeant Major (CSM) (retired)
Location of proposed honorary street name, dedication, memorial, plaque, or marker:
CSM Cristobal Melendez was a long-time resident of Williamson County in Spring Hill and
a recipient of the Key to the City of Spring Hill, It is, therefore, befitting that the street under
consideration is located within the Spring Hill city limits.
Explanation of how the individual or Organization is to be honored/commemorated,

Please include any photos, drawings, historical significance, or specifications of the
desired item,

CSM Melendez is a deceased and decorated Korean War veteran who dedicated his
adult life to serving our nation, Cristébal Melendez was a long-lime resident of Spring Hill
who died on January 15, 2022, He was 97 years old. CSM Melendez served honorably in

IKorea as a member of the 65(h Infantry Balislion. The 65th, nicknamed the

"Borinqueneers," was a segregated combat infantry unit comprised primarily of Puerto
Rican volunteers. Most of these young soldiers did not speak English and had never been to
the United States mainland. Even so, they volunteered to fight and die for a nation that did

not recognize them as equals.

On April 13, 2016, the selfless, heroic actions of the Borinqueneers were celebrated by

President Obama and members of the US Congress. They were awarded the Congressional

Gold Medal, making them brothets to others, like the Tuskegee Airmen, Women's Adivforce

Service Pilots, and the Native American Code Tulkers, who served our nation with honor and




distinetion, Senator Blackburn and other national leaders and dignitaries participated in

celebrating this occasion in Washington, DC,

April 13,2016, US Capitol,
CSM Cristobal Melendez, Senator Blackburn, and Alex Melendez
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On May 16, 2016, City of Spring Hill Mayor Graham and other Board of Mayor and
Aldermen members presented the Key to the City of Spring Hill 1o CSM Melendez for his

service,

May 16, 2016, City Hall, Spring Hill
CSM Melendez is presented with a Key to the City
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CSM Melendez passed away on January 15th, 2021, two weeks after the passing of his wile
of 65 years, Josephine Melendez. He received a 21-gun salute from the Army honor guard

and was buried next to Josephine at Williamson Memorial Cenmetery.

Because Puerto Ricans make up such a small percentage of the local population, many.
Spring Hill residents may be unaware of the island's relationship with the United States and
the status of Puerto Rican citizens. Puerto Rico is a lush, tropical island situated between the

Dominican Republic and the US Virgin Islands in the Caribbean Sea. Historically, Puerto




Rico was a colony of Spain for over 400 years, Following the Spanish-Ametican war, Spain
ceded control of the island to the United States. As such, Puerto Ricans, like Tennesseeans,

are US citizens at birth,

While Spanish is the native language on the island, a lavge percentage of its residents and

businesses also speak fluent English, The istand is a territory of the United Staies, and travel
between the US mainland and Puerto Rico is no different than traveling between states. The
65" Infaniry Batallion, a segregated Puerto Rican regiment of the United States Army, has a

rich history of serving in every major conflict since WWI,

In recognizing CSM Melendez's personal sacrifices, the City of Spring Hill also recognizes
the contributions of all the 65th Infantry soldiers and the many other brave men and women
of all races who served in Korea. I respectfully request that the City of Spring Hill consider
this opportunity to continue recognizing the contributions of all cultures to our nation and to
our local communities, We hope the City will take action to name a street, bridge, or other

infrastraocture in his honor.

Individual or Organization submitfing this request:
Name: Alex Melendez
Address: 3101 Marshall Springs, Spring Hill, TN 37174
Phone: 615 500-8626

Email: glex mclendezdcotmeast.net

Respectfully,
Alex Melendez,




From: Kayco Willlams kwilllams@springhiilinorg &
Subject: Re: [External] Honorary Naming Request
Date: December 8, 2023 at 11:31 AM
To: Alex Malendez atex.melendez@comceast.net
Co: Irma Eichner Lelchner@att.net, catmelendez21 @outicok.com

Thank you Alex, The format you submitted is fine,

In your application, you did not list a specific location or sireet to be considered. The commiltee might struggle a bit to
figure out what would be pleasing to the family so is there any direction you can provide on a possible area or street?

At your service,

Kayce Wiliams
Parks and Recreation Director

Cily of Spring Hiff, TN
4237 Port Royal Road
Spring Hill, TN 37174

O: 931-487-0027, x 258
M:615-489-0108
kwilliams@springhilitn.org

On Dec 4, 2023, at 2:31 PM, Alex Metender <alex.molondez@comeast.net> wrote:

Hello, Ms. Wiiliams,

Thank you for foliowing up with me on naming a street in honor of my father, Cristobal
Melendez. 1 sincerely apologize for the delay in responding. | have been overwhelmed
with my teaching functions at Columbia State, the professional mentoring | provide, and
the compietion of my docloral dissertation. I'm sure you understand how our heetic lives
can bacome hurdles to getling things done.

i have attached a completed Public Recognition application for your review and
conslderation in keeping with Spring Hill's Public Recognition Policy requirements. | have
inchuded photos, links, and a couple of documents that speak to my father’s character and
devotion to serving our nation and the recognition he recelved in the process. | also
converted the form to a PDF format to facilitate sharing and review. If you prefer, | would
gladly provide the application In an MS Word format, or | can print it and take it to your
office. | am also avallable to mest in person to clarify any questions you or the others may
have,

Our family sincerely appreciates your help, and we look forward {o your response.

<image(003.png> | Alex Melendez, MBA, PMP
Doctoral Candidate




Adjunct Professor & Project Mgmt
Consultant

Mobile: 615-500-8626
Email: Alex,Melendaz @comcast.net

From: Kayce Willlams <kwilliams @springhilitn.org>

Sent: Monday, October 80, 2028 10:18 AM

To: alex.melendez @comgast.nei

Ce: Leichne; @atl.nel; catmelendez21 @gmail.com; Pam Caskie

<peaskie @springhilltn.org=; Tony Tolstedt <tolstedt@springhilltn.orgs: Trent Linville
<tinvilie @gpringhilltin.org>; Vincent Fugua <vfugua@springhiflin.org>; Brent Murray
<bmurray@springhiliin.org>; Jim Hagaman <jhagaman@springhilitn.org:

Subject: Re: Honorary Naming Reguest

Good morning Mr, Melendez,

Thank you for your reaching out 1o us about your request. Below you will find an
attachment containing the city’s Naming and Public Recognition Policy which includes an
application on the last page. If you will, piease review the policy, fill out the application,
and return it to me at your convenience. The City Administrator will review the request
and forward it to the appropriate committee or commission pertinent to the request. That
group will review the application at their monthly meeting and wili then forward a
recommendation to BOMA.

Again, thank you for your email and for your desire to submit this request. We will stay in
fouch with you throtighout the process and are always available for any questions you
ay have. '

At your service,

Kayce Williams
Parks and Recreation Director

City of Spring Hill, TN
4237 Port Royal Road
Spring Hill, TN 37174

Q: 831-487-0027, x 258
M:615-489-0108

kwilliams@springhiitn.org
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~~~~~ Original Message-----

From: Jim Hagaman

Sent: Tuesday, October 10, 2023 11:22 AM

To: Alex Melendez <alex.melendez @comeast.net>; Pam Caskle

<pcaskie @springhilltn.orgs>

Ce: "lrma Eichner' <|.elchner@att.net=; 'Cathy Melendez' <gatmelendez21 @gmail.coms;
Trent Linville <ilinville@springhillin.org=; Vincent Fugua <viugua@springhilltn.org>
Subject: RE: [External] FW: Paying respect

Good morning Mr. Melendez:

Thank you for reaching out.  As a refired disablad military Veteran myseff, | am always
chcouraged 1o see any level of government to recagnizs the efforts and sacrlfices that
militaty personnel have made, Impressive (o hear of your fathet's rise to the rank of
Command Sergeant Major. To compare the Boringueneers 1o the likes of the Tuskegee
Airmen, Women's Airforce Service Pllots, and the Native American Code Talkers is spot
on.

I am pleased to learn that the City of Spring Hill did honor your father by awarding him the
Key io the City in 2016. That award Is slgnificant for us to present.

There is a lot that goes Into naming a street or bridge in honor of someone. | am not sure
what all that encornpasses, but | will look into it. If it is allowable in accordance with our
Charter and Codes, | will pursue this request.

Thank you for the example of being proud of your dad. Rightly so!

dim Hagaman, Mayor

————— Original Message-—-- ‘

From: Alex Melendez <alex.melendez @comcast.net>

Sent: Monday, October 9, 2023 2:40 PM

To: Pam Caskie <pcaskie @springhitlin,org>

Ce: 'lrma Eichner' <Leichner@ati.net>; 'Cathy Melendez' <gatimelendez21@gmai.con>,;
Jim Hagaman <jhagaman @springhillin.orgs; Trent Linville <flinville@springhillin.org>;
Vincent Fugua <viuqua@springhilltn.org>

Subject: [External] FW: Paying respect

Dear Ms. Caskie, as the emall thread below supports, over the past 30 days | have
atiempted to contact Aldermen Fugua and Linville to address a matter of importance to
me and my family. The lack of response from the Aldermen has prompted this message to
you. In a nutshell, | am asking the City of Spring Hill to consider naming a strest or brldge
in my father's honot.

My father’s name is Cristdbal Melendez. He was a long-time resident of Spring Hill who
died on danuary 15, 2022, He was 97 years old when he died. My father was a carser
Army Command Sergeant Major who served honorably in Korea as a member of the 65th
infantry Battalion. The 65th, nicknamed the "Borinqueneers," was a segregated combat
infantry unit comprised primarily of Puerto Rican volunteers. Most of these young soldiers
did not spealk English and had never been to the United Siates mainiand. Even 50, thay
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On Aprit 18, 2018, the seliless, heroic actions of the Borinquensers were celebrated by
President Obama and members of the US Congress. Thay were awarded the
Congressional Gold Medal, making them brothers 1o others, like the Tuskegee Airmen,
Women's Airforce Service Pilots, and the Native Amerlcan Code Talkers, who contributed
significantly to our nation. Congresswoman Marcia Blackburn and other national leaders
and dignitaries calebrated my father's honor in Washington, DC. In May 20186, the City of
Spring Hill BOMA awarded him a Key to the Cily of Spring Hill at city hall (partial BOMA
minutes attached).

Yet, despite these honors and recognition, the clity of which he was a proud member
chose not to attend his funeral despite a request from Congresswoman Blackbuim's office.
My father was taid to rest next to his wite of 85 years at Williamson Memorlal Cemetery
with a 21-gun salute from the Army honor guard. As the National Hispanic Ametican
Heritage Month comes to a close, | can see no finer trlbute o the current and future local
Hispanlc community than to recognize one who davoted his life to the service of our
nation. | respectfu!iy request that you and the other City officials consider this opportunity

to continue recognizing the contributions of ali culiures to our nation and the City of Spring
Hill.

Respecifully,
Alex Melendez
(615) 500-8626

----- Original Message--~---

From Alex Melendez <hitps./urldefense.proofpoint.comiv2/url ?u=htip-
alex.melendez-40comeast.net&d=DwiFaQ&c=euGZstca TDUvIMENSb7iX rwgOf-
jAmCdpgan:m/iM&j;:gngOQn n61gadvgWLVGKooviMn7 AgFWNPIk6y Quces&im=oeFU

NXNFiQ35Rud . kzl Gee3T2427W5-

m1cBxel8ixipJ T47nBEAYIBYES[BR40a28&s=UVIBm_tiAeRIUVKIgUuKIANYSoghkizxLY V7
a0rgSis&es>

Sent: Friday, September 29, 2023 12:59 PM

To: 'VfUQﬂ@_.S_DHnQb_Lm;_g <viligua@springhilitn.org>; tinville@springhilln.org’
<iinville@sgpringhillin.org>

Ce: 'Irma Eichner' <l.eichner@att.net>; 'Cathy Melendez' <catmelendez21 @outlook.com:
Subject: RE: Paying respect

Dear Alderman IFugua and Linville, | understand how busy your roles must keep you
every day, and | do not want to be an interruption. However, | hope you've read my
previous email (below) and have given some thought to this request. | failed to say in my
earlier message that my wife and | have been residents of the Southern Springs
cornmunity off Kedron Road in Spring Hill for the past two years, having moved here from
Franklin. My father, who is referenced in the message below, lived in the Highlands off
Campbell Station for numerous years prior to hls passing.

{ realize that decision-making takes time in the public sector; however, | would appreciate
an acknowledgment of recelpt of this email message along with an Indication of any
action that may be taken to accommodate this request. | would be glad to pursue a
different course if you feel it is more appropriate, including conlacting the mayor, Cily
Manager, or city planner's offices.

Respectiully,
Aley Melendaz




(615) 500-8626

~~~~~ Original Massage-----

From: Cormneast <https:/furldefense.proofpoint.comivefurl fu=hitp-3A__alex.melendez-
40comcast.net&d=DwlFaQ&c=euGZstcaT DIVImENSL7jXrwgOf-

vBA._CdopgnViiiMM&r=91gP09nnn610a3vgWLVGKoovMn7 AgFWNPIkEU_Quces&m=0eF
NANFIQ35Ru_Kkzl GoedTo427W5-

mictxeifixlpJT47n6ESYIBYESIB840a2&s=UViSm {AeROUVKIgUuKIANYSogMKkizxLYy7
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Sent: Saturday, September 9, 2023 11:42 AM

To: viugua@springhilltn.org; tinville @springhilitn.org

Ce: Irma Eichner <j.eichner@att.net>; Cathy Melendez <calmelendez21@outlock.com>
Subject: Paying respect

Dear Aldermen, thank you for your service o our community and for dedicating so much
of your time to ensuring our community continues to thrive and grow. As a part of that
growth, our infrastructure will continue o develop and names will need to be glven o our
streets and other structures. That said, | would like to ask that the city consider honoting
my father by using his name for ohe of these.

My father's name Is Cristobal Melendez. He was a long time resident of Spring Hill who
died on January 15th, 2022. He was 97 years old when he died. My father was a career
Army Gommand Sargent Major who served honorably in Korea as a member of the 65th
Infantry Battalion. The 65th, nicknamed the "Boringueneers,” was a segregated combat
infantry unit comprised primarily of Puetto Rican volunteers. Most of these young soldiers
did not speak English and had never been to the United States mainland. Even so, they
chose to volunteer io fight and die for a nation that did not even recognize them as
equals.

The Boringueneers were celebrated by President Obarna and awarded the Congressional
Gold Medal, making them brothers to others, like the Tuskegee Airmen and the Native
American Gode Talkers, who contributed greatly to our nation. Congresswoman Marcla
Blackburn celebrated my father’s honor in Washington, D.C. along with a host of other
national leaders and dignitarles. Subsequent to this, my father was awarded a Key to the
City of Spring Hill at city hall.

Yet, despite these honors and recognition, the city of which he was a proud member, did
not feel compelled to honor him at his funeral despite a requast from Congresswoman
Blackburn's office. My father was lald 1o rest next to his wife of 65 years at Willlamson
Memorial Cemetery with a 21-gun salute from the Army honor guard.

The purpose of this letter is to request thal the City consider honoring my father’s
coniributions by naming a street or bridge in his honor. My father was proud {o have
served our nation and displayed his Key to the City proudly among his most cherlshed
momenious. Today, as a resident of Spring Hill, | am reminded of his unassuming nature,
his strength of charactert, and his fove for this cily and this nation.

It is my sincere hope that you will recognize the contribution he made to us all and find the
opportunity to recognize him in this simple way. | look forward to hearing from you soon.

Respectiully yours,
Alex Melandez
(615) 500-8626
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